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Get Tech @ the Library
	 Santa Clara County Library has been 
awarded a grant from the California State 
Library to launch a new program 
aimed at getting 7th and 8th graders 
throughout Silicon Valley excited 
about science and technology.
 “Get Tech @ the Library,” a 
collaboration of the Library 
and the Tech Museum of 
Innovation, was selected 
in a highly-competitive 
statewide process to receive 
a $26,184 grant.  The Library 
will contribute an additional 
$20,464 in funds and in-kind 
services to the project.
	 “We are working with The 
Tech to reach a new audience of 
middle school students, especially 
female and Hispanic students who are 
under-represented in science fairs and as 
technology majors,” said Melinda Cervantes, 
Santa Clara County Librarian. 
	 “Get Tech @ the Library” will include:
•	 Fun, hands-on design challenges at the 	 	
	 Library that inspire scientific creativity
• 	 Interactive online scientific information 	 	
	 scavenger hunts in English and Spanish
• 	 Career presentations by scientists and 	 	
	 engineers at the Library
• 	 Science fiction book clubs for teens
• 	 New materials on science and technology 	
	 for 7th and 8th graders

Do you have 
a Library card?

	Some call it a SmartCard.  Others 
know it as a Library card.  By any 

moniker, it is one of the best 
deals in town.

         There is no fee to 
have a Library card and it 

entitles you to check out 
any of the 1.6 million 
books, DVDs, music 
and other materials 
contained in the Library.  
It also provides you 

with high speed Internet 
access including many 

databases not available 
freely to the public.

	 Library cards are especially 
useful to students, of course, and 

to families who recognize the value 
of spending time together in a friendly, 
educational environment.   Santa Clara 
County Library offers a wide variety of fun 
activities for all age groups.
	 September is Library Card Sign-up 
Month – perfect timing for back to school.
Two-thirds of all Americans have a library 
card.  Do you?
	 Library card applications may be 
obtained online or at the Library.  You do 
not have to be a resident to obtain a Library 
card, but you do need proof of identity. 





Make a difference 
in someone’s life
	 Volunteer tutors are needed 
to work one-on-one with 
adult learners in the Vision 
Literacy program operated by 
Santa Clara County Library.  
For information visit www.
visionliteracy.org.

Jewish literature at Los Altos Library
	 A series of discussions about Jewish literature with the theme of “A 
Mind Of Her Own: Fathers and Daughters In A Changing World” is being 
held this fall at Los Altos Library.  Los Altos is one of 60 libraries in the U.S. 
that received a grant to host the series developed by Nextbook and the 
American Library Association.
	 Books to be discussed are:
	 Sept. 17 	 Bread Givers by Anzia Yerzierska
	 Oct. 22 	 1185 Park Avenue: A Memoir by Anne Roiphe
	 Nov. 12 	 American Pastoral by Philip Roth
	 Dec. 10 	 Bee Season by Myla Goldberg

	 More than 100,000 
tracks of music are 
available from the Santa 
Clara County Library 
through a new resource: 
Streaming Music from 
Alexander Street Press.
	 The music streams 
through an Internet-
linked computer for 
listening, but songs 
are not downloaded 
so they don’t take up 
data storage space or 
infringe on artists’ 
rights or copyright.  
	 Individual 
songs, albums and 
genre playlists 
are available.  
Categories include 
classical, global, 
and an African 

It’s like listening to the radio, 
but you choose the songs

American Song collection of 
blues, gospel, jazz, 

ragtime 
and folk 
music 

recorded 
in the 

first half 
of the 20th 

century.
    The service 

may only 
be accessed 

by Library 
cardholders 

from their home 
computers.  The 

website is www.
santaclaracountylib.

org/electronic_
library/streaming_
index.html

Every Library has 
storytimes

www.santaclaralib.org/
kids/childstorytimes.html

Have you ever heard of 
the “Mozart effect?”  

Some researchers say 
the best way to enhance 
a child’s learning is to 

encourage listening to 
and learning music 

throughout the child’s 
developmental years.

Every Library has 
storytimes

www.santaclaralib.org/
kids/childstorytimes.html

	 Always on the look-out for a 
great book?  A new service from 
Santa Clara County Library will 
periodically deliver reading 
lists to your email inbox if you 
subscribe to the NextReads 
electronic newsletter.  
	 It’s free and you can sub-
scribe to as many newsletters 
as you like from among these 
categories:
• Armchair Travel
• Audiobooks
• Biography and Memoir
• Business and Marketing
• Do-It-Yourself
• Fantasy
• Fiction A to Z
• Historical Fiction
• History and Current Events
• Horror
• Inspirational Fiction
• Mind and Body Fitness
• Mystery
• Nature and Science
• Popular Culture
• Romance
• Science Fiction
• Spirituality and Religion
• Teen Scene
• Thrillers and Suspense
	 Each issue of the e-newsletter 
includes new titles and other 
thematic suggestions of reading 
material.  It links directly to the 
Library online catalog so that 
it is easy to electronically place 
books on hold.  
	 For information, ask a 
librarian or click on NextReads 
from the Reader’s Advisory 
link under Services on www.
santaclaracountylib.org.



Throughout the Fall
Knitting with Margie

Tue 2 p.m. and Thur 7 p.m.

Milpitas Library

Knit-In for all levels of knitters

Tue. 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Morgan Hill Library

September
Sat. Sept. 2

2 p.m.

Afternoon Movies @ the Library

Los Altos Library

Wed. Sept. 6

6:30-8:30 p.m.

Craft Workshop

Campbell Library

Thur. Sept. 7	

1:30-2:30pm

“Splendor in the Park: the New de Young 

Museum” Docent Marsha Holm highlights the 

museum’s innovative architecture and recent 

acquisitions

Saratoga Library

Tue. Sept. 12

7 p.m.

“Meditation: For Stress Free Living” with 

Marshall Zaslove, M.D.

Campbell Library

	

7:30 p.m. 

Book Discussion Group:  The Sparrow by Mary 

Doria Russell

Saratoga Library

Wed. Sept. 13

4 p.m.

Fall into a Good Book Club for Kids

Los Altos Library

Thur. Sept. 14		

1:30-2:30 p.m.

“Copies, Fakes and Question Marks” with Asian 

Art Museum docent JoAnne Erickson

Saratoga Library

Sat. Sept. 16

2 p.m.

Speaker: Barbara Santos of the San Francisco	

Writers Conference	

Gilroy Library

Tue. Sept. 19

7:15 p.m.

Travel Slide Show

Campbell Library

Wed.  Sept. 20

3:30 p.m.

Aztec Warrior Dancers

Los Altos Library

7:30 p.m.

Mark Huddleston, “outhouse archaeologist,” 

speaking on “Gilroy History from the 	

Bottom Up”

Gilroy Library

Thur. Sept. 21		

1:30-2:30pm

Jane Przybysz, director of the San Jose Quilt 

Museum,

Saratoga Library

See it, hear it, try it, read it – so much to do at your Library!

4 p.m.  

Homework Help for grades 3-6:  Learn about the 

“Kids Infobits” database!

Saratoga Library

7 p.m.

Great Decisions discussion of “India and China:  

Competition and Cooperation”

Morgan Hill Library

Wed. Sept. 27

7:30 p.m.	

Wednesday Book Group: The Ox-Bow Incident 

by Walter Van Tilburg Clark

Milpitas Library

Thur. Sept. 28	

7 p.m.

Book Group: Extremely Loud and Incredibly 

Close by Jonathan Safran Foer

Morgan Hill Library

Sat. Sept. 30	

All day 

1950s library events for all ages celebrating the 

City of Saratoga’s 50th birthday! 

Saratoga Library

October
Wed. Oct. 4

6:30-8:30 p.m.

Craft Workshop

Campbell Library

7:30 p.m.

SCORE workshop on small business

Milpitas Library

Sat.  Oct. 7	

2 p.m.

Afternoon Movies @ the Library

Los Altos Library

3 p.m.

SCORE workshop on small business

Cupertino Library

Tue. Oct. 10	

7:30 p.m.

Book Discussion Group: The Soloist by Mark 

Salzman

Saratoga Library

Wed. Oct. 11	

3:45 pm

“Be a Wordmaster!” – Fun word games and mini-

spelling contest for grades 4 - 6 

Saratoga Library

4 p.m.

Fall into a Good Book Club for Kids

Los Altos Library

Sat. Oct. 14	

11 a.m.

Digital Photography program

Saratoga Library

3 p.m.

Digital Photography program

Morgan Hill Library

3:30 p.m. 

Open poetry reading with the 	

Garlicky Group of Poets

Gilroy Library

Tue. Oct. 17

7:15 p.m.

Travel Slide Show

Campbell Library

Wed. Oct. 18	

3:30 p.m.

Jazz with Jerome Flowers and Jazzercise for kids

Los Altos Library

	 	 	

6:30 p.m.

SCORE workshop on small business

Saratoga Library

Thur. Oct. 19	

4 p.m.

Homework Help for grades 5-8:  Learn about 

the “Opposing Viewpoints” database and 

critical thinking  

Saratoga Library

7 p.m.

Great Decisions discussion of  “Turkey:  on 

Europe’s Verge?”

Morgan Hill Library

Wed. Oct. 25	

3:45 pm

“I Spy a Puzzle” program of codes, ciphers and 

puzzles for grades 3-6

Saratoga Library

4 p.m.

Poetry Slam

Milpitas Library

7:30 p.m.

Wednesday Book Group: Mama Day by Gloria 

Naylor

Milpitas Library

Thur. Oct. 26	

7 p.m.

Digital Photography program

Cupertino Library

7:30 p.m.

Book Group: Unless by Carol Shields

Morgan Hill Library

Fri. Oct. 27	

11 a.m.

Glinda Witch’s Halloween Puppet Show - 	

ages 2-6. A funny look at Halloween for the 

toddler and pre-school crowd!

Saratoga Library

November
Wed. Nov. 1		

7 p.m.

“How to Sell on E-Bay” 

Milpitas Library

Sat. Nov. 4

2 p.m.

Afternoon Movies @ the Library

Los Altos Library

Wed. Nov. 8

3:45 pm

A “Science Investigator’s” bookclub for grades 

4-6 begins.  Children will read science books and 

explore science with experiments. Four week 

program.  Registration required-space limited.

Saratoga Library

4 p.m.

Fall into a Good Book Club for Kids

Los Altos Library

Tue. Nov. 14

3:30 p.m.

Drop-in “Introduction to Computers” class

Gilroy Library

Wed. Nov. 15

7:30 p.m

Wednesday Book Group: Gilead by Marilynne 

Robinson

Milpitas Library

Thur. Nov. 16	

4 pm

“A Laugh A Minute” - jokes, jokes, and more 

jokes for grades 1-4

Saratoga Library

7 p.m.

Great Decisions discussion of “Pandemics and 

National Security”

Morgan Hill Library

Tue. Nov. 21

7:15 p.m.

Travel Slide Show

Campbell Library

Thur. Nov. 30	

7:30 p.m.

Book Group: Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides

Morgan Hill



Wizard rock group draws 
300 to Milpitas library
	 The wizard rock group Harry and the 
Potters, touring the U.S. for six weeks on a 
Summer Reading and Rocking Tour, brought 
more than 300 enthusiastic fans to the 
green behind the Milpitas Library in 
late July. The duo, Paul DeGeorge and 
Joe DeGeorge, 
are brothers from 
Massachusetts 
who wrote Harry 
Potter-themed 
songs (“My 
Teacher is a 
Werewolf” and 
“The Wrath of 
Hermione” are 
favorites) and 
started performing in 2002.  Draco and the Malfoys and 
Sunnyvale singer, Roonil Wazlib, also sang Harry Potter 
inspired music at the two and a half hour event.  

The Gilroy Library is 
100 years old!  
	 This is the Centennial Year 
of the Gilroy Library which was 
established by the Gilroy City 
Council in 1906 and operated in 
private homes until 1910.  For the 
next 62 years, it was located at 
195 Fifth Street, the present site 
of the Gilroy Historical Museum.  
The Library moved to its present 
location in 1972. 

	 Whether the problem is too much 
information – or not finding enough 
– Library customers can count on reference 
librarians to help them ferret out what 
they need from the thousands of books, 
magazines and online databases 
available in every Library.
- Why does furniture creak at night?
- Who was John Billington?
- What’s new with skimboarding?
- Where can I apply for food stamps?

It’s college 
application time
	 Santa Clara County Library has many resources to help students select the 
right college or university.  These include a database of SAT preparation resources, 
catalogs of Bay Area colleges, and a special online booklist of materials on college 
applications and funding.
	 A Super College Program for parents and teens presented by Gen and Kelly Tanabe, authors of many 
books about scholarships and other ways to pay for college, will be held this fall at several Libraries:
	 Sept. 13, 7-8 p.m., Saratoga Library
	 Sept. 14, 7-8 p.m., Gilroy Library
	 Sept. 21, 7-8 p.m., Cupertino Library
	 Sept. 25, 7-8 p.m., Milpitas Library

Suffering from TMI?  
Reference librarians to the 
rescue!

- How do you get from here to there?
	 These are just a sample of the hundreds of 
questions fielded by reference librarians every month.  

	    In-person reference services are 
available at each Library for adults, 

teens and children during all of the 
hours the Library is open.  Every 
question is handled respectfully and 
confidentially.  
	 “We strive to answer every 

question quickly, accurately, 
completely, and without judgment.” 

said Dolly Barnes of the Saratoga 
Library. 




