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 	 One of the most popular 
programs at the Library is 
storytime – a chance for 
parents and their toddlers and 
preschoolers to nestle down in a 
comfortable, safe, distraction-free 
environment and enjoy listening to 
a good story read aloud.
	 A complete schedule of 
storytime sessions offered by Santa 
Clara County Library is posted at 

www.santaclaracountylib.org/kids/childstorytimes.html.
	 Reading aloud to children has been found to help 
them later succeed in school.  It stimulates their brain 
development, and they learn listening, social and pre 
literacy skills while building a bigger vocabulary.  
	 Parents are encouraged to read aloud to their 
children about 20 minutes a day.  The Library has a 
booklist of 50+ Best Picture Books and a list of picture 
books in Spanish, “Cuentos Para Toda La Familia,” to help 
choose good read-aloud books to take home.

Nestle down for a Storytime and 
help your child do well in school

The special teen services area of 
the Library’s website features booklists, helpful 

web links for schoolwork and college admission, and 
lots of ideas and information to make a teen’s life a 
little easier and more fun

Extra homework help with study aids like Cliffs 
Notes, online databases and research tools

Enjoyable music CDs (including rock and rap), 
movie videos and DVDs – free!

New popular graphic novels of every type -- 
fantasy, humor, superheroes, historical fiction, 

adventure, romance, horror, and more

Special activities – Poetry slams, crafts, comic book 
events, scrapbook workshops, and more

Reasons for 
teens to love the 

Library
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Free high speed wireless  
Internet service coming soon
	 As if rising visitor counts – more than 3.3 million 
this year – didn’t already make the Santa Clara County 
Libraries the “hot spot” of their communities, that 
moniker will be confirmed when free high speed 
wireless Internet access is introduced at each library 
over the next few months.
	 Library patrons will soon be able to log on to the 
Internet with their own laptop computers, PDAs and 
other mobile devices while in the library “Wi-Fi” zone.  
	 “It’s a convenience that our public has requested 
and we are thrilled we had funding available to add 
wireless Internet service at all of our libraries,” said 
Curtis Cole, Vice Chair of the Santa Clara County 
Library Joint Powers Authority.

Five consecutive years of 
national ranking
	 For the fifth consecutive year, Santa Clara County 
Library has been listed as one of the top 100 public 
libraries in the U.S. in an annual 
survey published in American Libraries 
Magazine.  
	 Hennen’s American Public Library 
Ratings looks at 9,027 libraries across 
the country and evaluates them on 15 
different measures of customer service 
and library effectiveness including: the 
number of visits per capita; circulation per capita; the 
percentage of the library’s budget spent on materials; 
the number of periodicals per 1,000 residents; and 
staffing per 1,000 residents.
	 Santa Clara County Library made the top 100 
nationwide in 2005 and garnered the number two spot 
for its population category.  Only two other libraries in 
California made the list: the St. Helena Public Library 
and the Santa Clara City Library.

Santa Clara County Library presents 
Silicon Valley Reads 2006

	 Two books that describe the effects of World War 
II on California families will be the focus of Silicon 
Valley Reads 2006, the program that asks everyone in the 
community to read and discuss the same books during 
Silicon Valley Reads Month in February.
	 The books are “When The Emperor Was Divine” by 
Julie Otsuka and “The Souvenir: A Daughter Discovers Her 
Father’s War” by Louise Steinman.  
	 Otsuka’s novel tells the story of a Japanese-American 
family that is forced to leave their Berkeley home for an 
internment camp in Utah during World War II.  Otsuka 

was born in Palo 
Alto and her 
mother, uncle 
and grandparents 
experienced 
internment during 
the war.  
	 Steinman’s book 
is a combination 

memoir, biography and history lesson.  After her parents’ 
death, Steinman finds hundreds of letters written by her 
father while he was in the Pacific during World War II.  She 
also discovers a Japanese flag with the name of a Japanese 
soldier, and travels from California to Japan to return the 

flag to his family.  
	 “We hope that these books and 
the Silicon Valley Reads events 

will bring together members of the 
Greatest Generation with others in the 

community so that they can share their 
own memories and perspectives about 

the impact of war on their lives,” said Melinda Cervantes, 
Santa Clara County Librarian.
	 This is the fourth year of Silicon Valley Reads which is 
presented by the Santa Clara County Library, Santa Clara 
County Office of Education, and San Jose Public Library 
and Foundation. The goals of the program are to promote 
reading and literacy while building community through 
an open dialogue that leads to a valuable exchange of 
perspectives, life experiences and understanding among 
widely-diverse readers.

See 
inside for 
Silicon Valley Reads 
event schedule





Wednesday, Feb. 1	
7 p.m.
Heritage Theatre, 	
1 W. Campbell Ave., 
Campbell

Conversation with Julie 
Otsuka and Louise 
Steinman, kickoff event 
of Silicon Valley Reads 
Month.  Co-sponsored 
by the Campbell Library, 
Campbell Union 
High School District, 
Commonwealth Club 
Silicon Valley, Campbell 
Historical Museum, 
and the Office of 
Assemblywoman Rebecca 
Cohn.  

	 One way to enrich the experience of reading and 
discussing one or both of the Silicon Valley Reads 2006 book 
selections is to electronically wander through the pages of 
the New York Times.  Every page and every article from 1851 
to 2002 is now available online through the Library website.  
Here are a few suggestions on articles to check out related to 
the Silicon Valley Reads themes:

•	 Search for “Japanese evacuation” with a date range of 		
	 01/01/1942 to 12/31/1942.  One article describes 		
	 Southern California’s Santa Anita racetrack being prepared 	
	 as an induction center.  Another reports on Japanese-		
	 Americans hurrying to leave their homes and businesses 	

… at the Santa Clara County Library
	 All events are free and open to the public!  Some of the monthly Book Discussion Groups at the Library will 

read and discuss the Silicon Valley Reads selections in January, February or March. For more information, 
visit www.siliconvalleyreads.org.

Friday, Feb. 3
7:30 p.m.
Los Altos Library

Conversation with Julie 
Otsuka.  Co-sponsored by  
Los Altos Library and 
Woodland Branch, and 
Friends of Los Altos 
Library.

Saturday, Feb. 4
10:30 a.m.
Morgan Hill Community 
Center, 17000 Monterey Rd., 
Morgan Hill

Conversation with Julie 
Otsuka.  Co-sponsored by 
the Morgan Hill Library, 
Friends of the Morgan Hill 
Library, BookSmart, City 
of Morgan Hill, American 
Association of University 
Women (Morgan Hill 
branch).

SILICON VALLEY READS

When The Emperor Was Divine The Souvenir

Tuesday, Feb. 7
9 a.m.
Saratoga Library

Conversation with Louise 
Steinman.  Co-sponsored 
by the Saratoga Library, 
Friends of the Saratoga 
Libraries.

Saturday, Feb. 11
2 p.m.
Gilroy Senior Center, 7271 
Hanna St., Gilroy

Conversation with Louise 
Steinman.  Co-sponsored 
by the Gilroy Library, 
Friends of the Gilroy 
Library, Gilroy Library 
Commission, Gavilan 
Community College 
Faculty Association,  
Gilroy American 
Association of University 
Women (AAUW), Gilroy 
Writing Project, Vision 
Literacy

Sunday, Feb. 19
2:30 p.m.
Cupertino Community 
Hall, adjacent to Cupertino 
Library

Conversation with Louise 
Steinman.  Co-sponsored 
by the Cupertino Library, 
Friends of the Cupertino 
Library.

Sunday, Feb. 26
3 p.m.
Milpitas Library

Conversation with Louise 
Steinman. Co-sponsored by 
the Milpitas Library, Friends 
of the Milpitas Library.

	 in Japantown in San Francisco and Little Tokyo in Los 		
	 Angeles. See pictures of the barracks at Manzanar being 	
	 built. 

•	 Search on “Balete Pass” with a date range of 04/01/1945 to 
	 06/30/1945. Start with the May 15 article headlined 		
	 “Luzon Foe Driven From Balete Pass,” the battle that 		
	 engaged the Infantry Division of Louise Steinman’s father.

•	 Find the front page for December 8, 1941, the day after “a 
	 date that will live in infamy.”  You can read individual 		
	 articles on the attack on Pearl Harbor or see the entire 	
	 front page as a PDF image.

New York Times articles put you into a different time, place

Julie Otsuka Louise Steinman



Book Club Kits To Go
	 For the hundreds of residents 
who participate in book clubs, 
the enjoyment of reading and 
discussing a book with 
friends is sometimes 
diluted by the constant 
pressure to decide on 
next month’s reading.
	 The Santa Clara 
County Library has a new 
solution – Book Club Kits To Go, a 
kit with a set of 12 copies of some 

For the latest information 
on Library programs, events, 

and news go to SCCoop
www.santaclaracountylib.

org/sccoop/

Lists help select best 
books for your child
	 Adults know how overwhelming it can 
be to face an abundant buffet table and 
have to decide which delectable foods to 
pick.  It’s almost too much of a good thing.
	 Children may have the same experience 
when they come to the Library and see shelf 
after shelf of books and DVDs that all look 
appealing.  They don’t know which to pick, 
and their parents are sometimes equally 
baffled.
	 The Library has developed several 
booklists of recommended books for each 
grade level (beginning to read through 8th 
grade).  Each title has a brief description.
	 There are other booklists of classics, 
of resources to help parents with “Raising 
Kids Who Love To Read,” of award-winning 
books, and of books on specific topics.
	 Visit www.santaclaracountylib.org/kids/
lists or ask the Children’s Librarian for help.

Storybook mural saved  
from destruction by Milpitas 
volunteer
	 Dave Stephens has a lot of friends.  Some are fellow 
members of the Friends of the Milpitas Library group 
where he volunteers his time.  But his newest fans are 
the youngsters who come to the Library and enjoy 
a 52-foot mural of some of their favorite storybook 
characters.
	 The mural was salvaged by Stephens from the Alum 
Rock Library before it was torn down for construction 
of a new building.  The original was painted on the wall 
by artist and librarian Teresa Parham, and would have 
been lost in demolition debris.  
	 Stephens cut the mural into sections to remove 
it and mounted it on masonite. The artist retouched 
the mural and added more clouds.  Now the faces of 
Charlotte (from Charlotte’s Web), Curious George, Jack 
and the Beanstalk, Arthur, Captain Underpants and 
others merrily greet children when they come to the 
Milpitas Library.

of the most popular book club 
selections, plus background 

information on the author and 
a discussion guide designed 
to enrich the book club 
experience.
	 The kits are checked out 

for a six-week period, with 
no renewal, to one individual 

representing the book club.  
Overdue fines for the entire kit are 
the same as for one book.

	 More than 20 book titles are 
currently available in Book Club Kits, 
including such popular books as:
• Angle of Repose
• Bel Canto
• Corelli’s Mandolin
• Gardens in the Dune
• My Sister’s Keeper
• The Color of Water: A Black Man’s 
	 Tribute to His White Mother
• The Red Tent
• The Samurai’s Garden



Donations help Library provide 
programs, expand collections
	 More than $230,000 was received by Santa Clara 
County Library last year in donations and gifts from 
individuals and Friends of the Library groups to help 
support expanded collections and programs.  In addition 
the Library received several large bequests, including one 
of $1.2 million for the Los Altos Library.
	 Donations from the community are critically 
important in supplementing public funds for the Library 
which serves more people every year. There are an 
estimated 267,556 individuals with Santa Clara County 
Library cards and they check out more than 10 million 
items per year. 
	 Donations are tax deductible and accepted at all 
libraries.  Donations of cash may be designated for 
materials at a specific community library and/or for a 
particular type of material such as children’s books, adult 
mystery books, rock music CDs, etc. Donations of books 
and other materials are either added to the collection 
or given to the Friends of the Library groups to sell.  
Proceeds from these sales are returned to the Library as a 
cash donation.

	 What can you do to keep yourself 

and your family safe in the event of an 

emergency?  Take time to get prepared!

	 The Santa Clara County Library 

has compiled a resource list of books, 

videotapes, pamphlets and websites 

to provide helpful information on how 

to prepare for an earthquake, flood, or 

fire and how to reduce home hazards, 

especially for children and seniors.  

The library has guidelines on first aid, 

creating a family disaster plan and a list 

of emergency phone numbers to post at 

home and at work.

	 Visit www.santaclaracountylib.org or 

ask at your local Library.

New Year’s 
Resolution: 

Get 
Prepared!

Cupertino Aquarium is a big hit
	 One of the most popular features of the 
Cupertino Library is a 4,000 gallon saltwater 
aquarium located between the lobby and the 
Children’s Room.  
	 The aquarium was donated by Fred and Annie 
Chan and their family in honor of Fred’s father, Pak 
Chung Chan.  In addition to paying for the design, 
fabrication and installation, the Chan family is 
picking up the maintenance costs for the first five 
years, and matching up to half of the maintenance 
costs for the second five years.  
	 The 16-foot aquarium was designed by Bart 
Fenolio of Dolphin Design in collaboration with 
Tenji Living Systems Coordination Associates.




