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It’s the start of a new school year – a time when 
students vow to stay ahead of homework 
deadlines, and adults pledge to learn 
something new for work or fun.  In either 
case, Santa Clara County Library has plenty 
to offer.

Learning has become a lifelong requirement 
in a fast-changing world. Your free library 
card is the only “tuition” you need to access 
thousands of dollars of outstanding course 
materials.  For example …

* Check out a CD or DVD from Teaching 
Company and Modern Scholar to take a class 
with top professors from the top colleges in 
the country.  Topics range from sculpture at 
the Louvre, to Russian literature, mathematics, 

philosophy, Greek mythology, and the 
Superstring Theory.

* Learn computer skills at your own pace 
with online tutorials in computer software 
applications such as Microsoft Word,  Excel, 
PowerPoint, Outlook, and Access.  Look on 
the Electronic Resources pages of the library 
website and select Computers – Learning 
Express.

* Practice another language: English, Spanish, 
French, German, Italian, Russian, Greek, Arabic 
or Swahili.  Resources include CDs, DVDs, 
books, and the Rosetta Stone online.  Improve 

your speaking, writing, listening and reading 
skills.

	 If your hectic schedule results in forgetting 
to return library items on time, a new service 

now available will help you keep track of 
what you have checked out and when it’s 
due.

Courtesy reminder notices will be emailed 
to you three days prior to the due date if you 

sign up to receive email notices.  You can sign up 
on the library’s website, www.
santaclaracountylib.org, or in 
person at the Check Out desk.email

Help for your busy life

Silicon 
Valley Reads 
2008
The book has been 
selected!  It’s The 
Distant Land Of My 
Father by Cupertino 
author Bo Caldwell.  
Watch for information 
about events in your 
city or visit www.
siliconvalleyreads.org.

See inside for cool tools for students!

Back to school, back to work … back to the library!
There’s always more to learn!
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Community 
celebrates new 
Morgan Hill Library
See story page 2





Morgan Hill 
Library opens 
More than 4,500 attended 
the grand opening in July of 
the new 28,000-square-foot 
Morgan Hill Library.  The 
public eagerly explored the 
spacious new building that 
is double the size of the old 
facility and offers twice the 
number of computers, a 
family reading area, a large 
magazine reading area, and 
other features.  Exterior 
bronze sculptures and other 
art by local artists were 
funded by donations from 
the community.  Library 
construction was funded 
by the City of Morgan Hill 
Redevelopment Agency.

	 The Northern California premiere of 
BODY WORLDS 2 & The Three Pound 

Gem, Gunther von Hagens’ Anatomical 
Exhibition of Real Human Bodies, 

presented by The Health Trust, 
opens at The Tech Museum of 

Innovation on Sept. 27.  

Special arrangements have 
been made to bring one of the real 

body specimens to Santa Clara County 
Library to accompany a presentation 
by a representative of The Health Trust 

speaking on “Inside Out: How learning 
about your body can be the first step 

towards improved health and wellness.”  
This special presentation of the real 

human specimen is a glimpse of 
what visitors can see during their 
visit to BODY WORLDS.

	
This educational exhibit about human anatomy, physiology 
and health – featuring real human body specimens 
preserved by an innovative process called Plastination 
invented by physician and anatomist Dr. Gunther von 
Hagens – gives an unprecedented view inside the human 
body.  The specimens on display in BODY WORLDS were 
willed by donors during their lifetime for the express 

BODY WORLDS exhibit specimen comes to library
purpose of Plastination and educational enlightenment. 
Here is the schedule of presentations by The Health Trust 
and the specimen from BODY WORLDS:

Milpitas Library 	 Thur., Oct. 4     	 7 p.m.

Cupertino Community Hall	 Sat., Oct. 6	 4 p.m.

Campbell Library  	 Tue., Oct. 9	 7 p.m.

Gilroy Library	 Sat., Oct. 13	 2 p.m.

Saratoga Library	 Wed., Oct. 17	 7 p.m.

Morgan Hill Library	 Sat., Oct. 20	 3 p.m.

Los Altos Library	 Tue., Oct. 23	 7:30 p.m.

There will be a door prize of two tickets to BodyWorlds at 
the Tech at each event.  Copies of the 320-page exhibition 
catalog have been added to the library’s collection.

For more information about other health and wellness 
activities presented this fall by The Health Trust, visit 
www.healthtrust.org.  For ticket information to the BODY 
WORLDS exhibit, visit www.thetech.org, or for more 
information on Plastination, visit www.bodyworlds.com.

Cool Tools for Students  



Round-the-clock 
homework sources

	 When the library is closed, students 
can still access a wide range of 
research resources for term papers 

and other homework assignments.  The 
library’s website can connect to Student 
E-Resources 24/7.  Three databases, in 
particular, work well together to help 

students find the information they need:

• eLibrary contains full text articles 
from magazines and newspapers, 
broadcast and government transcripts, 
photographs, maps and more.

• Student Resource Center offers thousands of documents, 
biographies, topical essays, critical analyses, photos and 
illustrations, audio and video clips, and articles from more 
than 1,000 magazines and newspapers.

• Student Research Center helps you search by keyword 
or topic and to sort the search results by type – magazines, 
reference books, etc.

Video storybooks and more for 
young readers
Bookflix is a new online reading program for children 
pre-K to 3rd grade that pairs classic video storybooks 
with related nonfiction e-books.  Find Bookflix in the Kids 
section of the Santa Clara County Library website, www.
santaclaracountylib.org.

There are educational games 
and activities, and links to 
age appropriate websites to 
extend their learning on a 
topic of interest, sparked by 
the storybook.  Early readers 
can practice reading skills 
and learn new words.  The 
result?  Children do better 
in school and build a love of 
reading and learning.

Daily Life Online: 
History, Culture, 
Folklore
This online resource, geared 
for students in grades 6 and 
up, provides a multimedia 
library that contains music, 
videos, personal narratives 
and other information in 
order to learn about how 
people lived from ancient 
times to the present.  
Topics include family life, 
education, recreation 
and entertainment.  The 
resource includes hundreds 
of traditional folktales 
from around the world and 
current urban legends, too.

Learn about how ancient 
Egyptians lived, worked and 
died.  Hear the songs and the 
stories behind the pioneers 
who built America.  Browse 
by subject, time period or 
region.  

Free online 
homework help
Students in grades 3-12 can 
get help with homework 
questions and study a 
variety of subjects with 
an online tutor through 
the Brainfuse service.  It is 
available free from 1-10 p.m. 
daily and no appointment is 
necessary.  All that is needed 
is access to a computer at 
home or in the library.  The 
computer screen becomes 
a whiteboard for student-
tutor interaction.  Spanish-
speaking tutors available.

Murderous Melodrama in Saratoga
Teen volunteers at Saratoga Library produced an old-fashioned 
mystery melodrama as part of the summer mystery reading 
program.  They created three crime scenes with 15 pieces of 
evidence, and played the role of suspects and newscasters as the 
audience tried to figure out the who, how and why of the crime.  

Shown here are many of 
the teen volunteers who 
included: Guillaume 
Bellegarda, Rita Chen, 
Marisa Cheng, Lawrence 
Chou, Sandra Feng, 
Jamie Gee, Athena 
Hong, Dennis Lin, April 
Luo, Maitreyee Mittal, 
Charmaine Ng, Eric Sun, 
Sophia Tsang, Sandy 
Young, Jojo Zhao. 

Looking for a job?
New interactive kiosks that help you search 
for jobs advertised in Bay Area 
newspapers, including 
the Mercury News, 
have been installed 
at the Campbell, 
Cupertino, Gilroy 
and Saratoga 
libraries.  Kiosk 
information is 
updated daily.  
You use a touch 
screen to search, 
print and email job 
descriptions, and 
apply for jobs.

Cool Tools for Students  



Graphic Novels
September 1, 15, 29
Book discussion series for 
teens at 3 p.m. at the Morgan 
Hill Library.

Betty Auchard 
September 5
The author discusses 
her book Dancing In My 
Nightgown at 10 a.m. 
at the Saratoga 
Library.

Children’s Movie 
Matinee 
September 8
Free film showing at 2 p.m. at Los Altos 
Library.  Other films for kids shown 
Oct. 13, Nov. 19, Dec. 8.

SAT Practice Class
September 9 & 16
Sign up at the Reference Desk at the 
Milpitas Library for this class run by 
the Princeton Review.  Test is from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sept. 9 with results on 
Sept. 16 from 12 noon – 1:30 p.m.

Develop A Business Plan
September 15
Learn about the strategic planning 
process to start or expand a business 
in a free seminar taught by Darlene 
McKinnon of the U.S. Small Business 
Administration from 1-4 p.m. at the 
Cupertino Library.

Travel Slide Show
September 18
Fall series debuts at 7:15 p.m. at 
Campbell Library

Book Group 
September 19
Water for Elephants 
by Sara Gruen 
discussed at 7:30 p.m. 
at Milpitas Library.

Book Club
September 25
The Known World by Edward P. Jones is 
discussed at Gilroy Library at 7 p.m.

Sue Hutchinson
October 3
The Mercury News columnist discusses 
women’s issues at 10 a.m. at the 
Saratoga Library.

Calendar of Events
Crafts for Adults
October 3
Make jewelry from resin creations at 
6:30 p.m. at the Campbell Library

Arts Day for All Ages
October 6
Fun activities for kids and adults from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the lawn by the 
Milpitas Library.

Meditation
October 13
Dr. Marshall Zaslove discusses 
“Meditation for Healthy Living” at 3 
p.m. at the Milpitas Library.

Peaceful Poets
October 18
Monthly meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Milpitas Library.

Women and the Law
October 19
A discussion co-sponsored by AAUW at 
10 a.m. at the Saratoga Library.

Memoir Workshop
October 20
Explore your personal history with 
a spiritual autobiography in this 
workshop led by author Linda Joy 
Myers at 2 p.m. at the Gilroy Library.

Savvy Searcher:  The Library 
Catalog
October 25
Hands-on class on how to search 
the library catalog and find library 
resources quickly and more efficiently, 
from 10-11 a.m. at the Saratoga Library.

Book Club
October 30
My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult is 
discussed at Gilroy Library at 7 p.m.

Susan Straight
November 1
The author of A Million Nightingales 
speaks at 7:30 p.m. at the Milpitas 
Library.

Jane Booth
November 7
The author of Transformed By 
Triathlon: Making the Most of An 
Improbable Athlete at 10 a.m. at the 
Saratoga Library.

Memoir Workshop
November 17
How to develop your personal memoir, 
then scrapbook your writing and 
photos into a beautiful family keepsake 
in this workshop by taught by author 
Matilda Butler at 2 p.m. at the Gilroy 
Library.

Women’s Health
November 17
Issues discussed in a program co-
sponsored by AAUW at 10 a.m. at the 
Saratoga Library.

Book Club
November 27
The Great Earthquake and Firestorms of 
1906 by Phillip L. Fradkin is discussed 
at the Gilroy Library at 7 p.m.

Make a Gothic Sock Puppet
Teens – make your 
own weird, wild, 
and wonderful 
puppet in the 
Gothic style at this 
fun program:
Oct. 6 at 3 p.m. at the 
Gilroy Library
Oct. 13 at 3 p.m. 
at the Cupertino 
Library
Oct. 23 at 4 p.m. at the 
Saratoga Library
Oct. 30 at 6 p.m. at the Morgan Hill 
Library

Teen Read Week
October 14-20
Santa Clara County Library teens have 
their own election this fall when they 
vote for the top 10 books from a list 
of 25 nominated titles.  Look for the 
display in each library to pick up a 
ballot, or vote online on the library’s 
website. Five voters will be randomly 
selected to receive a copy of the new 
Guinness Book of World Records.

Fall Season
Cool Tools for Students  



Sale

Santa Clara County Library
14600 Winchester Blvd.

Los Gatos, CA 95032
TDD:  (408) 364-1528

Top ranked library in  
the U.S. for 5 years!
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Melinda Cervantes, 
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News from Santa Clara County Library

Vision Literacy 
receives United Way 
grant
Vision Literacy, a library program that 
helps adult learners improve their 
reading and writing skills, has received 
a $60,000 grant from United Way.  Some 
of the funds will be used to purchase 
computers so that adult learners can 
increase their computer literacy, as 
well as basic reading, writing and math 
skills, to become more self sufficient. 

The Vision Literacy program has been 
offered by Santa Clara County Library 
since 1985.  It relies on community 
volunteers who are trained to provide 
one-on-one tutoring at local libraries.  
To learn more about volunteer 
opportunities, ask at the library about 
upcoming orientation sessions or visit 
the website www.visionliteracy.org.

Whether you’re 
walking on 
the treadmill, 

jogging 
through an 
airport, or on 
the run with 

errands and 
chores, a great 
new way to stay 
up on new fiction, 
informative nonfiction, and 
classics is with Playaway 
audio books.

These innovative new audio 
books combine content and 
player in a package about 
the size of a deck of cards.           
All you need is one AAA 
battery and headphones to 

be set up to listen to more 
than 200 titles for adults, 
teens and children.

Ask a librarian for the 
shelving location at each 
library, or for help in 
placing holds.  To review the 
selection available search 
for “playaway” in the library 
catalog.

Read on the Run

Book Sales 
Support your local library by buying 
books at these sales sponsored by 
Friends organizations.  For details, 
check the library website.

Campbell Sept. 8, Oct. 13, Nov. 10 

Cupertino Oct. 20-21 

Gilroy Sept. 15, Oct. 20, Nov. 17 

Morgan Hill Sept. 8, Dec. 8 

Saratoga Oct. 20-21


